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Seeking Star 
Status at the- 
White House 

‘COLIN McENROE 


Everybody 
wants to break 
into showbiz, so 
maybe it’s mean- 
spirited to single 
out any one 
group of people. 

But I’ve gotten 
fed up, over the 
last decade, with 
the way White ; 
House family members keep pop- 
ping up in every medium 0 
American culture. X 

You can’t turn on the “Today” 
show without seeing two,or three 
ex-first ladies. (I hear two of 
them were on “Nightline” Thurs- » 
day discussing whether or not 
first ladies should be paid.) And 
one of the Reagan daughters isan 
actress who sang her own folk 
song on “60 Minutes” a while 
back. nce 

You can’t pick up People maga- 
zine without having to wade 
through the adventures of a dozen 
relatives from old and new ad- 
ministrations. Quite a few of 
them seem to have jobs in the 

ress now. And then there was 

on Jr.’s career in ballet. And 
Billy Carter’s multi-media career 
(nuff said). I gather Walter Mon- 
dale’s daughter is an aspiring ac- 
tress, and one of the Ford kids had 
a soap opera role. f 
(Actually one of the few reas- 
suring aspects of all this is that 











ockville from atop Henry Park. Since th 


e town merged with Vernon in 1965, some Rockville residents feel that it has lost its small-town atmosphere. 
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services a city provides, so it split 
from predominantly rural Ver- 


on. ` 

Then the balance changed. As 
Vernon grew, most of the Rock- 
ville mills closed, according to 
former Rockville Mayor Leo B. 


Flaherty Jr., a prime force in the 


= pars 


1965 reunion. _ 
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recover some of its former verve. 
The tenements and single- and 


multi-family houses on some of 
Rockville’s hilly streets are de- 


caying. Most of the town’s poorer 
residents live there. But some 
people have discovered the 
charms of the older houses and 
are rehabilitating them. Some 
abandoned mills have been co- 
verted to other uses. 

It is Vernon that now attracts 
new businesses — mostly small 
commercial and industrial busi- 
nesses and fast-food restaurants 
— to routes 83 and 30, near I-86. 

Housing developments, where 
some homes are valued at 
$100,000 and more, are being con- 
structed on heavily wooded lots in 
the southern part of town. 

It was housing that helped Ver- 
non grow. Young married cou- 
ples, such as Marie and Paul 
Herbst, were drawn to the area in 
the 50s by the country living and 
the possibility of owning homes at 
a lower cost than in other Hart- 
ford suburbs. 

Vernon was “extremely rural. 
We were almost like pioneers in 
the area,” said Marie Herbst, the 


10,100 in 1950 to about 28,000 
today. 


The average assessment is 
$48,620 and, with a tax rate of 32 
mills, the average homeowner 
gets a $1,555 tax bill, Tax Asses- 
sor John VanOudenhove said. 

Along with increased popula- 
tion in the 50s came businesses 
and shopping centers, but the new 
arrivals stayed mostly in Vernon, 
near 1-86. 

It became evident to officials 


fire department, one police de- 
partment and one campaign to 
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Stephen Dunn / The Hartford Courant 


Discovering the charms 
of old homes, residents 
have begun to restore 
structures such as the 
house, above, on Elm 
Street in the Rockville 


- section. Gertrude Fuller, 


left, is unofficial town 
historian. Now 87 and 
living in a nursing home, 
Fuller is often visited by 


nobody can remember any of the 
Ford or Carter kids, except Amy. 


Just ask somebody to name them: 


“Lemme see, there was Chip, 
Robbie, Ernie ... no those were 
‘My Three Sons’ ... There was a 


Chip right? And an Ernie? Ernie 
Ford? ... No, that’s Tennessee 
Ernie Ford. Hmmm ...’’) 


And books. There’s a standing 


rule in publishing that anybody 
remotely connected with a White 


House family has a Constitutional 
right to put a book out. 
This week, however, we hit a 


new low when Doubleday pub- — 
gs 







lished “C. Eredo Story — A Do 
phitly D arbara B 

Barbara Bush is the wife of our 
vice president. C..Fred Bush is the 
cocker spaniel of our vice presi- 
dent. This book is supposed] 
written by him. Or it. 38 

I'll save you some trouble. The 
book is dumb. The dog is spoiled. 
The prospect of C. Fred Bush and 
his doting (not to say dotty) mis- 
tress a mere heartbeat away 
from first familyhood is mildly 
frightening, but only mildly. - 

To be fair, the proceeds are be- 
ing donated to two literacy organ- 
izations, and Barbara Bush’s 
statement on the back jacket 
urges us to take the problem 0 
illiteracy seriously. 

But leave it to this administra- 
tion to urge us to take illiterac 
seriously in the context of a boo 
written by a cocker spaniel. And a 
rich, pampered cocker spaniel at 
that. Not a cocker spaniel who 
knows the jangled, hungry poetry 
of life in the streets. 

Also, keep in mind that William 
Kennedy’s “Ironweed,” winner of 
the Pulitzer Prize for fiction, was 
shot down by 13 major publishing 
houses before it was rescued from 
limbo by Saul Bellow’s plea for 


The only reasonable thing to do 
is to pass a Cultural Disclosure 
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